
 

 

September  30, 2009 
NEWSLETTER #2 

CHORUS 
The 7th & 8th grade choruses will present their first concert, “A Patriotic Salute!”  on October 5, at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Performing Arts Center at Belvidere High School.  Chorus students should arrive at the PAC between 6:30 and 6:45 
p.m. and report to the high school chorus room. 
 
Students should wear chorus blouse/tux shirt and black dress pants with black closed-toes shoes. No flip flops or 
jeans are permitted. This is a required concert and is a large part of the student’s grade. 
 
BAND 
Belvidere Central Middle School’s sixth grade band students will present their first concert of the year in the CMS 
gymnasium on Tuesday, October 6, 2009 at 7:30 p.m.  Come and see how they are doing so far. 
 
Belvidere Central Middle School’s eighth grade band students will join BNHS band for the football show on 
October 9th. They will participate in the pre-game, as well as the halftime performance with the high school band 
and perform in the stands.  Students should be in BNHS band room at 5:00 p.m. and can leave after the halftime 
show if they wish. 
All Band students will be kicking off their fall fundraiser (ValuCards) on Monday, October 26, 2009. 
 
EXPLORE Testing 
During the week of October 13-16 the 8th grade students will take the EXPLORE test.  This test is extremely 
important in determining placement for students when they enroll in 9th grade.  
 
Please encourage your child to put forth his/her best effort in all their class work.  Many students are having 
difficulty completing their homework on time this year.  Some students have many missing assignments and we 
have only been in school for 25 days.  Please encourage your child to complete the work in a timely manner, please 
check for completion and neatness, and please feel free to contact staff should you have any questions about the 
work.  Eighth grade in particular is a big transition before high school.  Remember that parents, students and 
teachers are all responsible for making sure the students are prepared to be successful during their high school 
years. 
 
WASHINGTON D.C. 
The Washington D.C. trip still has 19 slots available. This year’s trip is from February 13-15, 2010 during 
President’s Day weekend. The cost is $999.00 and the first of two fundraisers has already started. If you would like 
more information, please see Mrs. Asbury or email at kasbury@district100.com  
 
BOOK FAIR 
The annual book fair at Belvidere Central Middle School will be held from October 20-27 in the Learning 
Center/Library.  Please come by during the day and do your book shopping with us.   
 
P.E. News 
Beginning on October 26th, our Physical Education classes will be participating in an in-house skating program for 
approximately 3 weeks.  The skates will be delivered directly to the school.  Due to insurance purposes, we will be 
exclusively using BR Skates LTD. (no personal skates will be allowed) 
 



 

 

This skating unit is implemented because of its emphasis as a “Lifetime Fitness Activity” . Skating provides a 
variety of benefits which include balance, coordination, motor skills, and a top rated cardio-respiratory workout.  
Students will also learn basic skills such as starting, stopping, forward and backwards skating, and a number of 
safety skills for being a smart and safe skater. 
 
The fee for this unit is $8.00 for either quad skates or inline skates, per student.  The fee includes delivery and 
pickup of the equipment, and the use of helmets and wrist guards.   
** If you would like to donate or gift any additional money for those less fortunate students that would be 
greatly appreciated** 
A big thank you from the P.E. department at BCMS 
 
BUSSING 
Please address your concerns with bussing to Dunham Transportation at 815-544-9766. 
 
Attendance 
Last year we were #1 in attendance with an attendance rate of 95.9%.  This year we are out to improve on our rate 
as well as retain our #1 status.  Please help us achieve our goal by encouraging your children to attend school each 
and every day. 
 
SCHOOL LUNCH 
Please contact ARAMARK at try@aramark.com should you have any questions about the nutritional facts 
concerning the school breakfast/lunch program. 
 
SPORTS 
We wish our sports teams well as they enter the end of the fall season.   
Football vs South Middle School October 10. 7th grade 10:00, 8th grade 11:30 cost $2.00 
Soccer – NCJC Tournament October 3 at Dekalb Rosette 
Volleyball – NCJC Tournament October 8 and October 10, 7th at Dekalb Rosette, 8th at Sycamore 
Cross Country –NCJC Meet October 3, Sectional Meet October 10, State Meet October 17. 
 
 
MATH COUNTS 
Students of all grade levels will practice advanced problem solving in a timed setting both individually and as a 
team. See Ms. Spears’  homepage for the Math Counts practice link.  Students are able to participate in Math Counts 
even if they are unable to attend meeting due to other commitments. How? Students must see Ms. Spears the day of 
the scheduled meeting to turn in practice work and then receive the next practice packet. Students should then 
attend meetings once their other commitments have been fulfilled. As with any school event, academics should 
come first. Students must maintain a C or better in all core classes to participate in competitions. 
 
Tentative meeting schedule 3:15-3:45 p.m. 
        Sincerely, 
 
        Mr. Gries 
Calendar  of Upcoming Events 
  5 October    Chorus Concer t PAC 7:00-8:00 
  6 October    Boys’  Basketball 7+8 Student/Parent meeting 6:00-6:30 



 

 

6th Band Concert BCMS Gym 7:30 
  9 October    No School – School Improvement Day 
12 October  No School – Columbus Day 
14 October  Candy Sale Product pick-up 3:00-7:00 
16 October    School Dance 7:00-9:00 
20 October  BCMS Dinner  Night at Texas Road House Watch for  Details 10% of all sales  
   to BCMS 
23 October  Extreme Dance for  all students who sold at least 10 items on candy sale 7-9 
   End 1st quar ter  
30 October  Repor t cards home 
   


